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have elapsed since an eagle is in search of my life, and
hinders me from coming out of my lair to seek my daily
maintenance." The lion replied: " Do not go out of my
sight, and if he attempts to Injure you I shall annihilate
him/' The fox continued: " Several days have elapsed since
I have not broken my fast, and hunger has nearly taken me
off my legs." The lion said : " Sit down on my back till I
catch a prey, and restore your strength by some food." The
fox accordingly sat upon the lion's back, but the eagle, who
was above them, rushed down upon the fox with the speed
of lightning, and to his appeals for aid the lion could only
reply: "As long as you were on earth I protected you, but
I have no power In the air."

* This parable I have narrated to show that the decrees of
fate cannot be eluded by human power or bravery.'

Uehrdm; I shall injure neither our father nor uncle, but
concentrate my whole resentment on yourself, because you
have begun the contest and have hurled me into the vortox
of despair. Can there be any act more despicable in this
world than to deprive me of the mistress who is dearer to
me than my own heart, or a sight more excruciating than
to behold her in close familiarity with another man ? It
will now be proper for you to quench the lire of the
calamity impending over you with the water of withdrawal
from this marriage, or else I shall extinguish the hopes of
your connubial felicity by wounding you mortally, and
departing to a country where neither the king can imprison
nor his minions reach me by punishment.

2ichr&0: God forbid that you should fulfil your inten-
tions I For, if you soar In the air with birds, or dive into
the ocean with fishes, your destiny will bring you down
from the sky by the arrow of its decrees, and will fish you
out of the sea with the net of its laws. I know for certain
that the misfortunes you are Invoking over me will befall
yourself, and that the evils you destine for me will recoil on
your own head.

Behrdm: I shall extricate you from this labyrinth of
contention, and shall lead you into the path of reconcilia-